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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

As we enter our final week of term, we begin reflecting on the incredibly positive term we have had. The children have so 
much to be proud of with rich learning appearing in their books and around the school. 
 

Monkton Nature Reserve 
The children in Hedgehogs and Rabbits Classes were so excited and fit to burst when they came in yesterday. The first 
big school trip for many of them and what a wonderful experience for the children! They were so engaged when looking at 
the different woodland animal skulls and thoroughly enjoyed guessing which animal each skull belonged to. They also 
loved exploring the nature trail, searching for the different brass rubbings of insects along the way. It was lovely to see 
their curiosity, enthusiasm and excitement as they discovered and learned about the natural world around them. Best of 
all the adults were very complimentary of the children and their behaviour. 
 

Courteous Behaviour 
We are aware that some parents feel frustrated about other members of the school community parking illegally, 
including on the zigzags outside the school and on double yellow lines. We have also received complaints from local 
residents. 
 

The school has no jurisdiction over the road and will not become involved in parking disputes. Parents who park illegally 
are likely to be challenged by others, so we ask everyone to take care and show consideration for the wider school 
community. 
 

Please follow the restrictions shown on the signs: 
 

• There is no stopping, parking or dropping off on the zigzags outside the school during the hours  
shown. 

• There is no entry beyond the school gates unless the school has given explicit permission. 
• Permission is granted for parents with disabled badges and may also be granted in other  

exceptional circumstances. 
                                        
 
 
 
Guinea Pigs  
The survey results are back and with an incredibly strong majority we are delighted to let you know we will be proceeding 
with our Guinea Pig plans. Most concerns we have had from parents/carers are about animal welfare which we take very 
seriously. The guinea pigs are owned by Miss Claringbould who will take them home over weekends and holidays and 
will maintain the cost of vet bills. 
 

 X    No whole class visits 
✓ Soft baskets will be used to place guinea pigs in for handling with children sitting. 
✓ ‘Park keepers’ will be nominated for daily cleaning and feeding routines 
✓ There will be a long run for them to get exercise when in school 
✓ Guinea pigs will be visited by small groups only 

If you have any old guinea pig items (including hutches or general water and food bowls), please talk to Mr Brinicombe. 
The guinea pigs are only a few weeks old and we have some time before we see them in school.  
 

PTFA Cake sale next week 
You may have seen recent news coverage about Benedict's Law, new guidance being introduced to strengthen allergy 
safety in schools. When making any homemade bakes for the PTFA cake sale please ensure you complete the 
ingredients form provided by the PTFA. 
 

Have a lovely weekend.                                                           Neil Brinicombe – Headteacher 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Week commencing 19th October 2026 
 

Thursday, 22nd October  
• 3:15pm PTFA Cake Sale  
• 6pm to 7pm - Open Evening for prospective families for Reception Class 2027 

 

Friday, 23rd October  
• ‘Celebration Assembly’ – parent/carers invited to attend. Please come to the school office at 

8:45am 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/10/26 - 16/10/26  
 

         97.1%
                  
 
 
 
 

                            
     
  

 
                  

 

Whole School Attendance 

 

 
 

 
w/c Monday, 19th October 2026 

 

£2.75 per day 
 

Summer Menu 
 

to pay for your meals online, please go to: 
 

www.wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/pay 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Menu: Week 2 
 

 

Celebration Assembly 
 
 

We are pleased to invite parent/carers to 
attend our Celebration Assembly. 

 

Date: Friday, 23rd October 
Time: 8:50am 

Where: School Hall 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 
w/e 16th October  
 

Hedgehogs – All of Hedgehogs Class 
Rabbits – Conner  
Otters – Arthur  
Squirrels – Hudson 
Badgers - Iris 
Woodpeckers – Zoe 
Owls – All of Owls Class 

Star Awards 

 

The Week Ahead 

 
 
 
 
 
This is a reminder to parent/carers to submit a 
consent or decline for the FLU vaccination via the 
Immunisation Service’s website 
 

https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/ 
 

Please submit your preference by 4pm on 
9/11/2026 

  

Thank you to those parent/carers who have 
already submitted their response for the Flu 
Immunisation Programme.  
 

Reminder – Nasal Flu 
Vaccinations Consent Form 

 

https://wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Summer-Menu-with-Sept-dates.pdf
http://www.wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/pay
https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/
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We are already starting to think about our next new 
Reception Class. Do you have a child born between 1st 
September 2022 and 31st August 2023? If so, they will 
be eligible to start school in September 2027.  
 

We invite families to book an appointment to come and 
have a look around our school at a time to suit. Please 
spread the word to anyone you know with a child of the 
right age.  
 

Please see our poster below advertising an Open 
Evening we will be holding for prospective parents. 
 
 
 

 

Reception Class 2027 
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Welcome back to our PTFA page. We will use this space to keep you up to date with upcoming events, 
fundraising activities, and other PTFA news. 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to help organise and run our events. If you are able to offer any support, 
whether regularly or occasionally, we would love to hear from you. 
 

For those who are new to the school or unfamiliar with the PTFA, we would like to introduce our core committee 
members: 
 

• Sally and Dave Wiltsher – parents of a child in Badgers Class 
• Emma Pearson – parent of a child in Woodpeckers Class 
• Kirsty Harper – parent of children in Otters and Badgers Classes 
• Sarah Stanislawski – parent of children in Squirrels, Badgers, and Owls Classes 

 

We look forward to working together to support our school community and create enjoyable experiences for all 
our children and families. 
 

 

How Our Fundraising Has Been Spent 
 

Thanks to your support, we have been able to invest in 
several projects that benefit our school community: 
 

• The purchase of four gazebos, which were 
successfully used during Sports Day. 

• A £700 grant from St Margaret's Parish 
Council, which funded tables for the new 
Creative Arts Room. 

• The installation of a secure door on the PTFA 
garage, providing safe and secure storage for 
equipment and resources. 
 

We are incredibly grateful for everyone's support, 
which helps us continue to improve facilities and 
opportunities for our pupils. 
 

 

 

Email: stmacptfa@gmail.com 



                 Weekly Newsletter – Friday, 16th October 2026 

 
    

 
 

   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Noticeboard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT'S ON IN OCTOBER HALF TERM 
 

Monday pony morning 9am - 1pm £40 

Wednesday pony morning 9am -1 pm £40 

Thursday Halloween beginners pony ride 
10am - 11am £20 

Friday Showjumping competition 12pm 
onwards 

 

Lessons and hacks available 7 days a week 
Please book using the online system 

Any questions please email 
owlstables@aol.com 
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